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Gait Calls 

These are the terms that will be used for the gait calls in each respective division of 

classes. 

Class Gait Calls Instructions 

English Pleasure Walk 

Trot 

Canter 

May ask to back 

May ask to hand gallop 

Any gait may be extended 

1. Must start class 

counterclockwise. 

2. Saddle seat horses may 

not be asked to canter 

out of a trot. 

English Equitation Walk 

Trot 

Canter 

Back 

Any gait may be extended 

1. A walk, trot, and canter 

must be included except 

in walk/trot classes 

where no canter is 

allowed. 

2. May be run as a rail, 

pattern, or rail and 

pattern class. 

English Pleasure – 

Gaited Horse 

Enter at the dog walk (not 

judged) counterclockwise.  1st 

gait, 2nd gait, 1st gait, canter, 

1st gait, reverse direction to 

clockwise and continue with 

1st gait, 2nd gait, 1st gait, 

canter, 1st gait.  Back is 

required.  May be called for on 

the rail during the class or in 

the lineup. 

1. Must be done in this 

order 

2. 2-gait classes delete the 

canter from the 

sequence. 

Western Pleasure Walk 

Jog 

Lope 

May ask to back 

Any gait may be extended 

1. Must start class 

counterclockwise. 

 

Horsemanship Walk 

Jog 

Lope 

Back 

Any gait may be extended 

1. A walk, trot, and lope 

must be included except 

in walk/trot classes 

where no lope is 

allowed. 

2. May be run as a rail, 

pattern, or rail and 

pattern class. 
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Western Pleasure—

Gaited Horse 

Enter at the dog walk (not 

judged) counterclockwise.  1st 

gait, 2nd gait, 1st gait, lope, 1st 

gait, reverse direction to 

clockwise and continue with 

1st gait, 2nd gait, 1st gait, lope, 

1st gait.  Back is required.  

May be called for on the rail 

during the class or in the 

lineup. 

1. Must be done in this 

order. 

2. 2-gait classes delete the 

lope from the sequence. 

Reiner Rail Walk or 1st gait 

Jog or 2nd gait 

Lope 

Must ask to stop & back 

Any gait may be extended 

1. Horses are to move like 

reining horses, not like 

western pleasure horses. 

2. Must have completed 

one of the reining 

patterns. 

Pleasure Driving Walk 

Normal Trot 

Strong Trot 

Rein Back 

1. Must start class 

counterclockwise. 

2. Headers allowed. 

Reinsmanship 

(driving equitation) 

Walk 

Collected Trot 

Normal Trot 

Strong Trot 

Rein Back 

1. This is a pattern class.  

Must use one of the ten 

patterns in the ISHSA 

rule book. 

2. Enter one at a time from 

the gate. 

Roadster Driving Start clockwise at the jog trot, 

road gait, jog trot and reverse 

to counterclockwise and 

continue at the jog trot, road 

gait, trot at speed, jog trot to 

lineup.  Rein Back is NOT 

allowed. 

1. Must start class 

clockwise. 

2. Must be done in this 

order. 

3. NO headers allowed. 

 


